
With the Rockin’ Raccoon two months away, we wanted to share a message from Andrew
Randell, the Lead Ride Ambassador Raccoon.

We are focused on making the event a memorable and enjoyable day, and Andrew wants to
share some insights into what you can look forward to. 

A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW RANDELL
Welcome to the Rockin’ Raccoon! Get ready for something a
little different - this event is a choose your own adventure. You
can choose to ride and jam with your friends. OR, you can
choose to “ride together” and have a Rockin’ Raccoon sort of a
day. 

If you decide to ride together then it isn’t a race, it’s a ride. Part
of my coaching philosophy at Sans Chaine is the idea of riding
together. There are plenty of moments out on our bikes when it
is about hammering, being top dog, and dropping your friends.
But that mindset seems to have overshadowed the amazing
experience of riding with your friends in a supportive
environment. The days spent “riding together” can be some of
the best on the bike!

Our ride leaders will roll at a steady pace, won’t jam the hills, and will help everyone work
together to support one another. Drafting is a great equalizer if we manage ourselves
properly. That doesn’t mean the ride won’t be challenging. It does mean that for those that
want to ride with a ride leader we won’t roll off the gun going full gas. 

Yup, not jamming the hills is a tough one for people to get their heads around, but use your
gears and you can keep it at a pace that won’t split the group. This ride together idea isn’t
about Strava segments and QOMs – it’s about fostering a great vibe.

If you want to do the ride together option pick your group. We’ll have a few ride leaders out
there. Respect the ride leader’s pacing – they know what they are doing – and keep an eye
on the group so as not to split things up. Respect the spirit and culture of this particular ride.
Save your legs to jam another day. Today is about putting yourself in the wind to support a
friend so that come the finish we all enjoy a beer together having felt the day was a
success.


